NATIONAL PRIVATE SECTOR SALARIES vs. VERMONT PUBLIC SECTOR SALARIES, 2009
            % Above 

National Private Sector 



Average
Vermont Public Sector



Average 
              Public Sector​



















____ _

Accountant and Auditors



$61,816

Accountant 




$44,440


     39.1% ​____  
Architect 





$72,239

Architect




$67,977


     6.3%​​____ _

Chemist





$71,489

Chemist 




$45,053


     58.7%​​​__ __
Civil Engineer





$79,056

Civil Engineer




$52,748


     49.9% ____
Clinical, Counseling, & School Psychologist

$58,397

Psychologist




$54,142


     7.9%​____ _

Compensation, Benefits & Job Analysis Specialist
$​58,425

Classification & Compensation Analyst

$55,973


     4.4%____ _

Computer Programmer




$74,542        
Programmer/Analyst 



$51,402


     45.0%​​​___ _
Computer Systems Analyst



$83,867

Systems Analyst



$54,142


     54.9%​​​​​___ _

Conservation Scientist




$60,808

Biologist




$48,976


     24.2%​​​___ _   
Construction and Building Inspector


$60,245

Transportation Engineering Tech.

$52,882


     13.9% ____ 
Environmental Engineer




$74,542

Environmental Engineer



$55,973


     33.2%​​___ _
Financial Examiner




$69,602

Financial Examiner



$50,450


     37.9%___ _
Forester






$60,808

Forester




$52,856


     15.1%___ _
Geoscientist






$97,996

Geologist




$46,295


     111.7%__ _
Lawyers






$132,880
Attorney 




$63,927


     107.9%__ _
Purchasing Agent




$61,816

Buyer





$44,538


     38.9%___ _
Registered Nurse




$64,609

Registered Nurse


$59,788


     8.1%____ _
Note: Based on the above occupations, the national private sector earns anywhere from 4.4%-111.7% more than their Vermont public sector equivalents. This discrepancy in wages between the private and public sectors is especially apparent in the science professions. For example a Geologist working for the private sector makes on average twice what a Geologist working for the State of Vermont makes. 
Sources: 2009 Public Employees Compensation Survey from the American Federation of Teachers (AFT), Comparison of Private/Public Average Salaries, 2009 from the AFT. Private sector occupations were from the National Compensation Survey with the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
